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Nowhere  has  the  impact  of  ne^v  and  swiftly  changing  sociaL.  economir 

and  technical  forces  been  greater  than  on  the  American  farm.  Nowhere  has 
the  way  of  living  met  such  change  in  recent  years.  In  many  cases  methods 
and  customs  of  generations  have  changed  almost  overnight.  Jobs  once  im- 
possible are  today  considered  simple.  Communities  once  isolated  are  now 
neighbors.  Opportunities  once  unknown  now  are  readily  available.  Likewise, 
problems  once  non-existent'  are  today  a  reality  and  a  challenge. 

First  among  the  factors  v-rhich  have  contributed  to  this  change  in  the 
Y\ray  of  farm  living  has  been  technical  and  engineering  progress,  the  develop- 
ment of  machines  that  can  do  jobs  quicker  than  man  and  do  them  better  and 
cheaper.  Improved  farm  maxhinery  and  power  equipment,  rural  electrification,, 
the  modern  automobile,  telephone,  radio — all  these  and  other  factors  have 
affected  powerfully  the  way  of  rural  life  and  the  attitude  tovrand  rural  life. 
Most  important,  they  are  changing  the  wants  and  needs  of  '"merican  farm  families 
surely  and  drastically  vath  respect  to  their  housing. 

Todaj''  there  is  a  grov/in^  av^areness  of  the  inadequacy  of  rural  housing 
and  the  necessity  of  doinv  something  about  it.   Only  in  recent  years  has  ^my 
attempt  been  ma.de  to  study  the  problem.   State  and  federal  agencies  have  been 
organized  to  carry  on  this  Vv^ork,  and  though  results  have  not  been  far  reach- 
ing they  are  encouraging.   There  is  no  one  vre  can  blaine  for  tlij.s  inadequacy, 
because  up  until  now  there  has  been  no  particular  group  resxjonsible.   Farm 
housing  has  been  essentially  an  individual  enterprise.  Every  man  built 
according  to  his  ovn  notions.  It  is  now  evident  that  this  arrangement  is  no 
longer  satisfactory  and  that  the  various  agencies  and  individuals  concerned 
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mth  farm  housing  must  take  the  responsibility  and  must  make  every  effort  to 
raise  the  standards  to  a  level  in  keeping  vdth  our  present  v/ay  of  life  in 
/Unerica^ 

There  are  many  problems  involved  in  providing  adequate  riiral  housiilg, 
as  many  that  are  economic  2nd  social  are  technical.  A  farmer  cannot  build  a 
neY/  house  or  remodel  an  old  one  if  he  does  not  have  the  money.  Neither  will 
he  build  or  remodel  unless  he  is  convinced  that  by  so  doing  he  vdll  obtain 
\7orthxvhile  returns  and  improve  living  for  himself  and  family.  Yet  even  if 
he  has  the  desire  for  better  housin.j  and  the  money  necessary  to  obtain  it, 
he  still  needs  the  advice  and  assistance  of  architects  and  engineers,  the 
technically  trained  men  responsible  for  the  finished  product.   They  determine 
hovi  v;ell  the  house  satisfies  the  conditions  it  was  intended  to  meet.   If 
there  is  to  be  a  better  standard  for  farm  living  they  will  be  responsible  for 
providing  the  proper  arra]-v?ement  of  the  facilities. 

The  farm  home  is  a  basic  member  of  our  national  structure.  It  houses 
the  basic  family  of  our  society.  It  is  the  basic  unit  of  our  architecture, 
/jnerica's  first  houses  were  farmhouses  and  for  generations  they  have  been  an 
expression  of  the  life  and  cultijire  of  the  people  vjtio  lived  in  them.  From  the 
"salt  box"  of  early  New  England  and  the  colonial  mansion  of  the  Mississippi 
plantation  to  the  ranch  house  of  California  and  even  the  typical  one-room 
mountain  cabin  of  Tennessee,  rural  architecture  has  typified  and  been  an 
integral  part  of  the  culture  and  environment  of  the  people.  Each  type  7\ras 
developed  to  meet  certain  definite  needs  --^jid  was  successful  in  proportion  to 
how  vrell  it  met  those  needs.   If  we  ^jre  to  accept  the  challenge  of  today's 
needs  and  keep  our  farmhouses  abreast  of  the  times,  we  must  develop  a  new 
and  vital  rural  architecture. 
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Becc?.iise  of  mi  sunder  standin'?  ^s  to  the  fundamental  principles  of 
-architecture,  mi-ny  people  do  not  consider  it  r-  necess?^ry  factor  in  farm 
housin^>   They  think  of  architecture  not  rs   the  fundamcntj>l  rrt  and 
philosophy  of  building  and  as  ^   reflection  of  the  needs  of  the  people  but 
in  terms  of  sky  scrapers,  banks,  churches,  schools,  public  halls  and  fine 
residences.   They  thini-c  of  fprrahouses  as  just  plain  houses  where  plain  people 
live.   That  these  plr-^irj  houses  pre  usu^^lly  unattractive  nnd   uncomfortable  is 
acce  )ted  as  r   matter  of  course.   It  is  seldom  realized  that  the  principles 
of  good  prchitecture  ?re  just  ?s  applicable  to  the  farmhouse  ?s  they  rre   to 
the  office  building.   It  is  not  only   possible,  but  most  important,  that  these 
principles  be  applied  in  developing  more  satisfactory  farmhouses  and  in  rais- 
ing the  standards  of  rural  living.   It  is  only  by  their  effective  coordination 
T,vith  other  factors  that  vital  ?nd  fundamental ,  results  ivill  be  obtained. 

Without  undertaking  sny  gener;^!  discussion  of  Jirchitecture,  it  is 
desirable  to  mention  briefly  a  f evir  of  the  basic  principles  of  good  design 
that  find  application  in  the  planning  of  better  farmhouses.   These  are  not 
new  ideas  and  there  are  a  niimb'cr  of  sources  T.-here  a  more  comprehensive 
treatment  is  given.   They  nre   m.entioncd  here  primarily  for  the  purpose  of 
emphasis  and  the  possibility  that  they  might  suggest  new  applic^-'tions. 

First,  the  house  must  be  fmictional.  It  must  v/ork.  Not  only  must  it 
be  soundly  and  diorably  constructed  to  provide  necess-ary  protection  and  com- 
fort, but  it  must  serve  efficiently  the  purpose  for  v/hich  it  vms  intended. 
This  requires  that  the  plpn  be  logically  organized,  that  it  provide  a  f\inc- 
tionpl  relation  between  room.s  arranged  to  suit  present-day  modes  of  living 
and  that  it  facilitate  efficient  housekeeping. 
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The  plpjL  of  the  house  dictates  primarily  the  exterior  trcatraent,  for 
the  elevation  is  sin^ply  the  external  expression  of  internal  fTonction, 
Attempts  to  make  the  plan  fit  some  pi?eConceived  idea  of  exterior  design 
are  likely  to  fail. 

Second,  the  house  must  also  be  economical..  Unnecessary  features  must 
be  eliminated,  space  must  be  arranged  for  raa_ximum  utility,  oven  multi-purpose 
rooms  used  n'here  possible.  Mr-aintenance  and  operating  costs  must  be  kept  to 
a  minimum.  Construction  must  be  simple  and  ma.terials  used  efficiently  ^nd 
honestly,  rel,^/ing  on  their  texture  and  color,  together  vdth  skillful  arrange- 
ment of  masses  and  openings  to  produce  a  pleasing  architectural  effect. 

Third,  the  house  must  meet  the  conditions  of  its  environment. 
Clima.tic  influences  must  be  recognized  and  expressed  in  the  design.   The 
site  must  be  considered  i^/ith  regard  to  topography,  orientation  and  surround- 
ing buildin,';s,  llativc  materials  should  be  used  to  pn  advantage  ?\[herev"er 
possible,  contributing  not  only  to  a  more  economical  building  but  to  one  more 
in  keeping  vdth  the  locality. 

Just  as  basic  as  the  functional  requirements  are  the  esthetic  qualities 
which  the  house  must  possess.  No  dwelling  can  malco  a  satisfactory  home  if 
it  provides  merely  for  the  mechmiics  of  living.   In  any  house,  no  matter  how 
small,  there  must  be  a  sense  of  comfort  in  its  character  and  detail,  a  feeling 
of  charm  in  its  appearance  and  setting.  Standards  of  design  must  therefore 
be  equally  considered  glong  vdth  standards  of  construction.  While  it  may 
be  necessary  to  reduce  this  basic  house  to  the  simplest  of  shapes,  even  to 
a  box,  it  must  nevertheless  be  a  vvell-proportioned  box  mth  its  mass  and 
materials  snd  openings  treated  v<ath  skill  and  imaginption  even  at  some 
slight  increase  in  cost.  ^ 
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There  can  be  no  quarrel  vdth  these  principles,  nor  Cron  there  be  any 
question  regardin^j  the  possibility  of  applyin.\.  them  to  farmhouses.  Yet  to 
even  the  casual  obser'ver,  it  must  be  apparent  how  seldom  these  principles 
have  been  satisfactorily  applied.  It  is  not  difficult  to  understand  Yrhy 
this  is  so  vrhen  one  considers  the  lack  of  qualified  designers.  Because 
farmhouses  are  usually  built  pt  low  cost,  they  hpve  not  been  profitable  to 
professional  architects,  nor  have  they   as  a  rule  attracted  even  the  more 
highly  skilled  builders  and  contractors.  Since  adequate  plan  services 
offered  by  various  State  colleges  ?)nd  the  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
have  been  available  for  only  a  few  years,  it  is  obvious  that  for  many  years 
in  x^ich  economic  and  technical  changes  have  created  new  problems  in  housing 
that  the  farmhouse  h-.s  not  hpd  the  attention  of  trained  men. 

Furthermore,  it  is  plain  that  it  7/ill  be  necessary'-  for  these  same 
public  agencies  to  carry  the  burden  of  this  responsibility  since  no  in- 
creased activity  in  this  field  is  immediately  anticipated  from,  private 
enterprise.  It  will  be  necessary''  for  the  research,  extension  and  other 
interested  agencies  of  our  Federal  and  state  governments  to  cooperate  and  to 
coordinate  their  efforts  in  this  work. 

Although  many  of  the  problems  call  for  trained  technical  service,  it 
is  highly  important  to  raise  the  rural  family's  conception  of  adequate  hous- 
ing to  convincing  them  of  the  advantages  of  nev^r  and  better  ideas,  improved 
methods,  new  materials  or  nev;  uses  of  old  materials.   The  inertia  of  old 
ideas  and  old  ways  is  difficult  to  overcome. 

In  connection  vjith  the  Farm  Housing  Research  Project  being  conducted 
at  .Ithens,  Georgia,  the  opportunity  has  come  to  offer  mthin  a  very  limited 
range  architectural  services  to  farm  fajiiilies  planning  tr  build  or  remodel. 
These  services  include  preliminary^  sketches,  the  preparation  of  working 
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drai/mlgs  ?nd  specificptions  and  supervision  of  some  of  the  pctual  construc- 
tion.  This  assistance,  for  i#iich  there  is  no  charge,  is  extended  in  return 
for  test  data,  research  and  demonstration  privileges  v/hich  arc  afforded  by 
the  house.  Wcrkin,^'  xvith  these  people  in  developing  acceptable  plans,  it  is 
surprisinv  to  find  their  indifference  and  even  resistance  to  efforts  made 
to  provide  them  x\d.th  a  satisfactory  design  developed  to  meet  their  ot^. 
particular  requirements.   They  have  seen  poorly  designed  and  cheaply  con- 
structed houses  so  often  that  they  have  become  used  to  them  and  have  little 
appreciation  for  anj^'thing  better  because  it  is  unfamiliar. 

One  facti.r  in  gaining  acceptance  for  other  designs  in  this  region  is 
the  country  builder  and  sm^all  contractor  who,  even  more  than  the  individual 
farmer,  constructs  most  of  the  farmliouses  usually  vdthout  the  benefit  of 
an  acceptable  plan.   i';n  even  more  Lmportant  factor  is  the  home  magazines, 
the  real  estate  sections  of  ne?7spapers  and  the  plan  boolclets  distributed 
by  various  materials  and  equipm.ent  m^-nuf acturers,  all  of  v/hich  contain  a 
variety  of  house  plans  usually  presented  in  a  very  attractive  m'-^nner  x'/hich  . 
tends  to  hide  some  of  their  undesirable  features.   That  most  of  these  houses 
are  of  the  urban  type,  designed  for  city  lots,  services  =>nd  living  conditions 
dees  not  seem,  to  occur  to  the  farmer  vAio   vrants  to  buil.i  his  hcuse  just  like 
one  of  them.  Neither  does  it  occur  to  liim  that  they  are  far  above  the  cost 
range  of  the  average  f armliouse  and  th3.t  they  often  require  mechanical  equip- 
ment beyond  the  limit  of  farm  income.  Often  v/hen  a  family  intends  to  build, 
they  mil  clip  from  a  newspaper  a  plan  and  a  photograph,  frequently  not  of 
the  same  house,  and  attempt  to  force  them  into  an  arrangement  which  v,dll 
satisfy  the  family  ambition  and  at  the  same  tim.e  meet  the  family  budget. 
Many  times  their  eyes  are  caught  by  some  external  feature  or  trick  of  con- 
struction which  may  have  no  relation  to  the  plan  ^nd  involve  an  added 
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expense.  The  plan  may  even  omit  certain  facilities  necessary  in  farral-iouse 
operation.  Yet  they  are  reluctant  to  accept  a  simple  straight-forward 
design  because  it  does  not  offer  the  ho^elty  and  variety  to  7;hich  they 
have  become  accustomed. 

Plainly  there  is  a  great  need  for  educating  farm  people  to  a  better 
appreciation  of  good  design  and  p   higher  standard  of  housing,  as  v;ell  ps 
providing  them  mth  the  services  v/hich  mil  mrake  these  higher  standards 
available.  Most  farm  people  realize  that  they  need  better  facilities, 
but  they  should  have  guidance  as  to  the  best  viraj'"  to  meet  these  needs.   They 
need  to  see  good  houses  to  appreciate  them..   They  need  to  see  how  attractive, 
comfortable  and  economical  a  farmhouse  cai  be  made  -Aath  the  benefit  of 
intelligent  and  skillful  planning.   They  need  to  recognize  the  value  of  good 
design  and  understand  v;hy  it  is  good.  They  need  to  realize  the  opportunities 
for  better  living  m.ade  possible  by  better  houses,  the  opportunities  for  better 
farms,  better  communities  and  a  better  r>jLd  more  stable  ruraJ.  society. 

How  to  meet  these  needs  effectively  is  a  challenge  to  all  of  us  ivho 
are  concerned  yn.th   improving  ways  of  rural  living.   Hovj-  v/ell  these  needs  are 
met  vdll  depend  in  large  measure  upon  how  vd.llingLy  v^re  accept  this  challenge 
and  how  vrell  we  do  our  job. 


